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City’s multi-use path
link proposal open for
comment until June 11

By Chris Straka

Until June 11, the public can
review and comment on the
City of Ottawa’s proposed
design of the paved multi-use
pathway (MUP) link: ottawa.
ca/stanleymup.

This design is not the one
the neighbourhood Pathway
Design Committee would
prefer, but rather is the only
option the City says could be
built either this year or next
using available funds.

The New  Edinburgh
Community Alliance (NECA)
and the Crichton Community
Council (CCC) agreed this
proposed design might
achieve the broad support of
neighbourhood residents if
specific issues are addressed
in a more detailed revision.

One of four link options

In the December 2019 issue
of the NEN, I reported on
an initiative to close a gap
in the paved MUP through
New Edinburgh Park, south
of Stanley Avenue, between
Dufferin Road and the play-
ground. A CCC-led Pathway
Design Committee, includ-
ing members of NECA and

the neighbourhood at large,
proposed a MUP alignment
and design for the City of
Ottawa’s consideration in late
2019.

The committee’s proposed
MUP alignment runs along
Stanley Avenue between the
street trees and road edge
— past the playground, the
Fieldhouse and the east ice-
rink lawn — separated from
motorized traffic by a curb
and narrow verge.

While the committee did
consider designs in which
Stanley Avenue was either
partially or fully closed to
traffic from the Fieldhouse
to River Lane (a recom-
mendation made in NECA’s
1997 Community Directed
Traffic Calming Study), this
approach could not be real-
ized in the near term due to
the need for additional study
of a closure’s spin-off effects.

At the CSST Community
Construction  Monitoring
Committee’s February 2020
meeting, the City provided
neighbourhood representa-
tives with three additional
MUP link options.
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Some modifications could improve proposed path link
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The committee reviewed
the four options, striving to
identify one alignment that
was best for the neighbour-
hood. The committee felt that
the new link must be:

* separated from the road-
way;

* located on the river side of
Stanley Avenue;

* aligned to preserve exist-
ing park uses; and

* designed to reduce poten-
tial conflict between drivers,
pathway users and park users.

Ultimately, the committee
recommended its original
pathway alignment proposal
to the CCC and NECA at
their respective March meet-
ings.

At NECA’s March 24 meet-
ing, City Councillor Rawlson
King’s staff made it clear
that the only MUP alignment
option that could be built in

the short term (2020 or 2021)
using available funds was an
option proposed by the City
that aligned the paved path on
the river side of the Stanley
Avenue street trees, across
the Fieldhouse’s east lawn,
around the river side of the
storage shed, then past the
playground.

King’s staff emphasized
that the committee’s pre-
ferred pathway option had
little chance of being built in
the next decade.

While the City’s “buildable
now” pathway alignment is
considered inferior to the
alternatives, both the NECA
and CCC boards encouraged
the City to continue a detailed
design process for the path-
way link.

Proposed link can be
improved further
Members of the Pathway

Rideau River Eastern Pathway
Proposed multi-use pathway at Stanley Avenue

»»+» New segment of
multi-use pathway

Park

Design  Committee noted
some modifications that can
be made to improve the City’s
pathway proposal.

* Align the path on the
road-side of the storage shed
between the existing maple
tree and road edge, avoiding
the busy front lawn of the

Fieldhouse;

* Install speed-control mea-
sures (e.g., textured paving,
chicane posts) and signage
on both sides of Fieldhouse
front lawn;

* Create physical separation
(e.g., boulders or a fence)
between the paved MUP and
gravel pedestrian path;

* Move all or parts of the
pathway closer to the road
edge to avoid activities taking
place east of the Fieldhouse;

* Allow the pathway to
compromise the root zone
of existing shrubs and street
trees especially where tree
roots were disturbed by the
installation of an wunder-
ground electrical conduit
for the CSST project under
the road’s gravel shoulder,
instead of installing a new,
impermeable surface closer
to the river;

* Move the storage shed
to create more space and
improve sightlines;

* Move the utility pole from
the pathway or move the
pathway to the playground
side of the pole;

Image from City of Ottawa's Twitter account

* Reduce MUP width to the
odour-control facility and the
width of curb cuts at Stanley
Avenue to 3.0 m;

* Plant street trees in the
existing gaps along Stanley
Avenue;

» Complete the line of wood
posts on both sides of Stanley
Avenue where no curbs exist
to limit disturbance of veg-
etation by motor vehicles;

* Install posts to prevent
motor vehicle access.

Please take this opportu-
nity to consider the proposal
and share your opinions with
the City of Ottawa before
the June 11, 2020 deadline.
Additional information and
a copy of the proposed MUP
plan is available at: ottawa.
ca/stanleymup.

Chris Straka has lived
within sight of the Rideau
River Eastern MUP for more
than 10 years. He was the
lead on the Pathway Design
Committee, informed by his
association with the CCC,
a master’s degree in envi-
ronmental design and lots of
saddle time on his steel steed.

Photo by Chris Straka
The corner of Stanley Avenue and Dufferin Road. The City has
proposed a design to connect a gap in the multi-use pathway, which,
though not ideal, could be improved to better serve all park users.
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