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Time is right to fix the missing bike
path link on Stanley Avenue

by Chris Straka

One can cycle on a paved
path segregated from motor-
ized vehicles through every
neighbourhood on the east
side of the Rideau River,
from Hog’s Back Falls to
Rideau Falls — except for
New Edinburgh. The 150m
stretch of Stanley Avenue
between the bend at Dufferin
Road and the New Edinburgh
Park Fieldhouse is the only
break in the entire length of
the Rideau River Eastern
Pathway, the National Capital
Commission’s 13.4km-long
paved multi-use path.

The uncontrolled interaction
of bicycles, motorized vehi-
cles and pedestrians on this
section of Stanley Avenue is
a longstanding public safety
issue. From ends of the exist-
ing bike path, cyclists must
manoeuvre between parked
vehicles in an attempt to

merge onto a poorly-signed
roadway, then flow with traf-
fic as they search for the
pathway’s continuation. The
intensity and diversity of
users in this narrow public
corridor increases the risk of
collision.

A grade-separated bike path
link between the truncated
ends of the existing bike path
— at Dufferin Road and at the
Fieldhouse (the current CSST
Site 5 exit) — would allow car,
bike and pedestrian traffic to
flow through the narrowest
part of New Edinburgh Park
without the need to merge.

I have lobbied for bicycle
path continuity through New
Edinburgh since 2015. The
connection has been dis-
cussed over the years as a
potential extension to other
infrastructure works in the
area: the Dufferin Road east
sidewalk, River Lane recon-

struction, CSST electrical
service/Crichton Street north
verge. But no project has pre-
sented as good an opportu-
nity as the road resurfacing
currently planned for Stanley
Avenue following the com-
pletion of CSST construction.
Prospective synergies and
efficiencies associated with
constructing a new grade-
separated bike path along a
roadway already slated for
work cannot be ignored.

As President of the Crichton
Community Council,
I, together with Cindy
Parkanyi, President of the
New Edinburgh Community
Alliance (NECA), recent-
ly wrote to City Councillor
Rawlson King expressing
both groups’ unanimous sup-
port for constructing this link.

Although City staff have not
made a firm commitment to
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New committee working to design bike path link for Stanley Avenue
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construct the grade-separated
bike path, King has indicated
his support in principle for
the project.

At NECA’s Nov. 19 meet-
ing, members established a

Pathway Design Committee
to work with our councillor
and City of Ottawa staff on
the collaborative design of a
new bike path link. The com-
mittee currently comprises
myself (Chris Straka, Chair),
Marc  Dorgeville, Sean

Flynn and Joana Chelo. The
Pathway Design Committee
has a mandate to provide the
City with detailed recommen-
dations for the design of a
new bike path link on behalf
of neighbourhood residents.

Given the significant width
— 18m— of the existing asphalt
roadway and its packed grav-
el shoulders, space exists to
accommodate the new infra-
structure. A bike path on the
river side of Stanley Avenue,
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The uncontrolled interaction of cyclists, motorized vehicles and pedestrians on this section of Stanley
Avenue is a public safety issue.

separated from the roadway
by a curb and narrow verge,
could be added without com-
promising the Fieldhouse’s
east lawn-ice area; without
requiring any trees to be
removed; while still main-
taining parking along Stanley
Avenue. We will explore spe-
cific design details in the new
year.

The Committee hopes that
plans can be resolved, bud-
get allocated, and approvals
obtained in 2020, so that the
two ends of the Rideau River
Eastern Pathway can be com-
pleted in 2021.


Christopher Straka

Christopher Straka

Christopher Straka


